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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To 
provide an information retrieval 
supporting method capable of 
dynamically preparing a database 
selection menu for selecting a 
database suited for retrieving 
information required by a user. 

SOLUTION: Ontology describing the 
concept system of information 
managed by a database as tree 
structure by arraying the nodes Nl to 
N9 of information concepts from a 
higher degree of abstraction to a 
lower degree of abstraction and a 
database selection menu for 
specifying the concept of information 
required to be retrieved by a user is 
dynamically generated by presenting 
concepts registered in the ontology 
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stepwise from the higher degree of 
abstraction to the lower degree of 
abstraction. 
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